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@ Plan to procure vaccines from two more manufacturers

By RAJI UNNIKRISHNAN

BAHRAIN plans to pro-
cure vaccines from two
more manufacturers as
the country hopes to
inoculate as many of its
population as possible
before the end of March,
according to a top gov-
ernment official.
National Health Regu-
latory Authority (NHRA)
chief executive Dr Maryam
Al Jalahma said the author-
ity is securing documents
of vaccines from Oxford’s
AstraZeneca and Johnson
& Johnson for review.
According to international media reports,
Johnson & Johnson expects to release critical
results from its Covid-19 vaccine trial in as lit-
tle as two weeks, though not many doses, be-
cause of unanticipated manufacturing delays.
Unlike other vaccines which require two
doses, Johnson & Johnson’s is likely to need
just one. The company has also claimed that
its vaccine can stay stable in a refrigerator for
months, whereas some others need to be kept in
freezing temperatures.
The Oxford vaccine AstraZeneca is reported-
ly capable of protecting 70 per
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cess has been accelerated due to international
efforts and due to the urgency of the situation
with the pandemic widely spreading.”

She added that vaccines were given on prior-
ity to the elderly, explaining the concerns over
people waiting for long after registering for
vaccination.

The session on “Dealing with Covid-19 in
Bahrain” was attended by Rotarians who raised
a number of questions on the vaccination, tests
and other aspects related to Covid-19.

One of the concerns raised was about pas-
sengers arriving in Bahrain who are allowed to
mix in the population within 24

cent of those inoculated on aver-
age, however, the optimal dose
and timing of the shots are still
unclear.

“We have asked AstraZeneca
and Johnson for the documents
of their vaccines which will be
reviewed before approving for
procurement,” Dr Al Jalahma
told the GDN.

“The logistics team is work-
ing on further procurements and
at this moment we are not able to
tell the amount of vaccines that
will be procured in the coming
days.”

Dr Al Jalahma was responding to the GDN
alongside a talk with the Rotarians at Salmani-
ya Rotary Club yesterday as Bahrain achieved
a milestone by inoculating more than 100,000
citizens and residents.

Babhrain initiated its vaccination drive on De-
cember 17, with a million doses being ordered
from Chinese Sinopharm and Pfizer-BioNTech.

The doses are administered through 27 des-
ignated health centres and from the King Ha-
mad University Hospital.

Reiterating the safety and efficacy of the
vaccines available in Bahrain, Dr Al Jalahma
lauded the overwhelming public response to
the national vaccination campaign.

“We aim to vaccinate a good number of the
population (herd immunity) before the middle
of the year.

“By the end of March we aim to vaccinate as
many people as possible.

“Both the vaccines available in the country
— Sinopharm and Pfizer-BioNTech — are safe
with their efficacy proved internationally.

“On the concerns about the vaccine being
generated quick, I would explain that the pro-

W Dr Al Jalahma

hours of their testing negative.

Dr Al Jalahma reassured their
safety, citing that only less than
one per cent of the arrivals had
tested positive.

“We maintain daily and
monthly statistics and we found
that cases detected are less than
one pc (amongst the arrivals).

“This is minimal, so we don’t
need to quarantine passengers
arriving into the country.

“Procedures will revert if this
rises to at least 4pc. Strict mea-
sures will then be adopted.

“We have a number of people
coming into Bahrain for business with some of
them staying in the country only for a week.

“We cannot afford to have them quarantined
for a week.”

Dr Al Jalahma also assured that Bahrain will
continue to provide vaccine for its population
free of cost.

“We might come to a stage where private
sector is involved sooner or later.

“However, the vaccine will be free of cost
for the public.”

During the talk, Dr Al Jalahma highlighted
Babhrain’s strides in combating the virus.

“The success heavily rests on the leadership
of our country — our Crown Prince Prime Min-
ister led by example, unlike anywhere else, he
took part in the trial. We had a strategy right
from the beginning until today with mobile
vaccination units for the elderly.

“Thanks to the leadership and team Bahrain,
we are leading in fighting the virus,” she added.

Bahrain is the second country in the world
to have vaccinated the most of its population in
terms of per capita, noted Dr Al Jalahma.
raji@gdn.com.bh

A LEADING expat association in Bahrain
has announced its intention to back Bahrain’s
Covid-19 vaccination campaign.

The Bahrain Keraleeya Samajam (BKS), one
of the oldest Indian expat associations, aims to
initiate an awareness drive amongst its more
than 2,000 members and their families to get
vaccinated.

“BKS has around 2,000 registered members
and adding their family members, we become
a very sizeable group,” said BKS president P V
Radhakrishna Pillai.

“We have immediate plans to educate our

| Association backs campaign

members and families about the vaccine and the
need to join hands with the authorities in their
mission to combat the global pandemic.”

BKS secretary Varghese Karakkal said the
society, which has enjoyed the generous patron-
age of ministries and authorities, deserves to be
doing this campaign.

“It is our duty and responsibility to extend our
whole hearted support towards the fight against
the pandemic.

“We take it as a mission to push all our mem-
bers and families to get vaccinated against the
virus at the earliest,” he added.
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